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Bulbine/la, a small genus of the family Asphodelaceae, has a disjunct distribution in New Zealand and South 
Africa. In South Africa it is comparatively common in the Winter Rainfall area of the Cape Province. A preliminary 
review of the genus in South Africa is presented based on a complete taxonomic revision to be published at 
a later date. Eight new species and two new varieties are described and illustrated. Brief diagnostic descriptions 
and representative specimens are given for each of the eight other species of the genus. 
Bulbine/la, 'n klein genus van die familie Asphodelaceae het 'n onderbroke verspreiding in Nieu-Seeland en Suid-
Afrika. In Suid-Afrika is die genus relatief algemeen in die Winterreenvalstreek van die Kaap-Provinsie. 'n Voorlopige 
oorsig van die genus in Suid-Afrika, word aangebied; gebaseer op 'n volledige taksonomiese hersiening wat later 
gepubliseer sal word. Agt nuwe spesies en twee nuwe varieteite word beskryf en ge"lliustreer. Kort diagnostiese 
beskrywings en verteenwoordigende eksemplare word verskaf vir elk van die agt ander spesies van die genus. 
Keywords: Asphodelaceae, Bulbine/la, South Africa, taxonomy 
Introduction 
No revision of the genus Bulbinella Kunth in South Africa 
has been undertaken since that of Baker for the Flora Capen-
sis of 1896_ Baker's and all other work on the genus until 
the present study have been based on herbarium material 
alone. A detailed revision is currently in preparation, based 
on studies of plants in cultivation and in the field, and on 
dried material from major South African and European 
herbaria. Two or three more years will be required to complete 
colour plates and some additional studies necessary for a full 
publication of the genus. The present paper is a preliminary 
account following requests for names by other botanists 
working on the genus in South Africa and New Zealand, and 
also for use in popular publications. 
Bulbinella is a small genus of the family Asphodelaceae 
(Dahlgren et al. 1985) or Liliaceae sensu lato. There are two 
widely disjunct centres of distribution. One centre covers most 
of the Winter Rainfall region of the Cape Province of South 
Africa with 16 species and two varieties. The other centre is 
New Zealand with six species and one variety. Within its range 
in the Cape, the genus is widespread and often common, 
frequently being found in large stands in damp vleis or seepage 
areas. 
The genus Bulbinella was first described by Kunth in 1843 
when he divided Anthericum into the three genera Bulbinella, 
Trachyandra and Phalangium. Of the 13 species of Bulbinella 
recognized by Kunth, six were described as new and seven had 
question marks before the specific epithet, being previously 
described species for which Kunth possibly had not seen the 
original specimens. Of the latter, four have since been placed 
in other genera, one name is retained and the remaining two 
are here placed in synonomy together with one of Kunth's 
newly described species. Two of Kunth's species names have 
had to be rejected leaving three species which are now 
retained. These with three earlier-described species, two by 
Linnaeus fil. and one by Thunberg, another described by 
Zahlbruchner in 1900, and a variety described by Baker which 
is now raised to species level, make up the eight specific 
epithets retained in the present revision. Type material for all 
names has been examined with the exception of the Thunberg 
material and Anthericum setosum for which good photo-
graphs have been studied. 
The genus is distinctive, being clearly separated from related 
genera (Bulbine, Trachyandra and Kniphojia) by the simple 
compact raceme of stellate flowers with smooth filaments and 
a trilocular ovary with two collateral ovules per locule. The 
marked similarity in flower structure between the species has 
led to an examination of living material for other reliable 
diagnostic characters. Most important among these are root 
structure and the nature of the fibres forming a sheathing neck 
around the bases of the peduncle and leaves. This information 
is frequently not available on herbarium specimens. Using 
these and other characters such as leaves, bracts, inflorescence 
size and shape, fruits and seeds, it has become clear that a 
number of undescribed species exist and eight new species and 
two new varieties are described here. 
Species treatment 
1. BulbineUa barkerae P.L. Perry sp. nov. ad B. cauda-
jelis (Linn.f.) Durand & Schinz sed foliis ciliatis fructibus 
rninoribus griseoviridis; testa in alam crustaceam semen 
cingens expansa differt. 
TYPUS. - Cape Province: Farm Klipfontein, NW end of Potberg, 
September 1985, Perry 3344 (NBG, holotypus; PRE, isotypus). 
Medium-sized perennial herb up to 0,6 m high, solitary. Roots 
immediately below stem disc swollen near base, with con-
tractile rings, growing more or less vertically downwards; more 
lateral roots spreading, with wiry bases and distal swellings. 
Fibrous sheathing neck up to 50 mm high and 28 mm wide 
at the base; fibres fme to medium-coarse, more or less straight, 
loose, untidy. Leaves 6 -13, sub-erect to spreading, basal 
sheath cream-coloured with brownish veins; lamina subulate, 
canaliculate; the outermost up to 300 mm long and 6 mm 
wide; the innermost up to 120 mm long and 1 mm wide; 
margin with dense short cilia. Peduncle up to 400 mm long, 
3 mm diameter, terete. Raceme narrowly cylindrical, dense, 
up to 110 mm long, 20 mm wide, 60-100-flowered; in fruit 
up to 95 mm long, 18 mm wide. Bracts 3 - 5 mm long, 
membranous broadly cymbiform at the base, attenuate 
apically, white with brownish keel; margin somewhat ir-
regularly serrate. Pedicels 5 - 6 mm long. Perianth stellate, 
up to 9 mm diameter, with a strong, rather unpleasant, musty 
odour. Tepals whitish with a very faint pink nerve, sometimes 
pinkish in bud. Filaments filiform apiculate, 2,5 mm long, 
white. Ovary ovoid, 1 mm long, less than 1 mm wide, 
yellowish. Style cylindrical 2 mm long, white. Capsule ovoid, 
4 - 5 mm long, 3 mm wide, light greenish-grey. 




Figure 1 Bulbinella barkerae. I. Complete plant, natural size; a. vegetative parts, b. inflorescence; 2. small portion of leaf margin, x 25; 3. 
unripe fruit and bract, x6. (Perry 3219 and 3341.) 
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Seed grey-black, 3,5 - 4 mm long, 1,75 - 3 mm wide, with 
amber-coloured membranous wing extension up to 1 mm wide 
all round (Figure 1). 
Flowering time: September to October. 
Distribution: This species is confined to the Caledon, 
Bredasdorp and Riversdale areas where it is found on clayey 
soils on shale flats or gentle slopes mainly in Renosterveld. 
Representative specimens 
-3419 (Caledon): Caledon (- AB), 01-10-1846, A. Prior s.n. (K, PRE 
38802,); Drayton siding (- BA), P.L. Perry 3219 (NBG); Rivier-
sonderend Mountains ( - BB), Oct. 1950, T.P. Stokoe s.n. (PRE, SAM 
64563). 
-3420 (Bredasdorp): Bontebok Park, Swellendam (- AB), Sept. 1962, 
L.e.e. Liebenberg 6460a (PRE, STE); Farm Klipfontein, NW end of 
Potberg (- BC), 15/09/ 1985, P.L. Perry 3344 (NBG, PRE). 
2. Bulbinella cauda-felis (Linn.f) Durand & Schinz in 
Conspectus Florae Africae 5:334 (1894). 
Anthericum cauda felis Linn.f. in Supplement urn Planatarum 202 
(1781); Willd.: 146 (1799); Baker: 137 (1872); Baker: 295 (1876). Type: 
Cap. b. spei. Thunberg (LINN!). 
Bulbine cauda felis (Linn.f.) Schultes & Schultes: 450 (1829). 
Bulbinella ? cauda-felis (L.) Durand & Schinz: 334 (1894). 
Anthericum caudatum Thunb .: 63 (1794); Thunberg: 321 (1823). 
Bulbinella ? caudata (Thunb.) Kunth 572 (1843): Baker: 357 (1896). 
This is the familiar 'cat's tail' Bulbinella. It is distinguished 
by the narrowly conical inflorescence of white flowers which 
are pink in bud, and the tepals have a pink mid-nerve. The 
5 - 11 glaucous green leaves are of varying sizes, up to 750 mm 
long and 9 mm wide. It is a widespread species, occurring 
over most of the distribution range for the genus. It tends 
to grow in drier areas where it is found mainly on clayey soils 
amongst Renosterveld or Karoo type vegetation, but some 
populations also occur on coastal sands of the Saldanha area. 
Flowering time: August to December. 
Representative specimens 
-3119 (Calvinia): Lokenburg (- CA), 16-09-1956, J.P.H. Acocks 19031 
(K, PRE). 
-3217 (Vredenburg): Witteklip, south of Vredenburg (- DO), 
19/09/1984, P.L. Perry 3194 (NBG). 
-3219 (Wuppertal): Near bottom of pass into Biedouw Valley ( - AA), 
29/08/1967, M.F. Thompson 354 (K, STE). 
-3319 (Worcester): Karoo Botanic Garden veld, Worcester (- CB), 
01/10/1976, M.B. Bayer 248 (NBG). 
-3323 (Willowmore): Poort between Uniondale and Avontuur ( - CA), 
Dec. 1944, J.R. James s.n. (BOL 334044). 
3. Bulbinella chartacea P.L. Perry sp. nov. B. triquetra 
(L.f.) Kunth vagina recta incohaerens chartaceus basiliter 
fibrosa et follis hysteranthis succulentis canaliculatis haud 
denticulatis valde differens. 
TYPUS. - Cape Province: Kanonkop, Genadendal, March 1985, Perry 
3260 (NBG, holotypus; K, MO, PRE, isotypi). 
Small perennial herb, up to 0,4 m above ground, solitary. 
Roots up to 10, fascicled, fusiform, up to 50 mm long, and 
5 mm diameter near the base of the stem gradually tapering 
to the apex, light fawn, white internally. In the actively 
growing season numerous longer thin absorptive roots are 
present and also the shrivelled remains of many food-storing 
roots. Fibrous sheathing neck 30 - 50 mm high and up to 
15 mm wide; fibres loose, straight, flat, papery, with the inner 
almost transparent and the outer darker. Leaves 3 - 5, erect, 
scarcely developed at flowering time, surrounded at the base 
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by a thin, membranous, transparent sheathing cataphyll up 
to 30 mm long, base of outer leaf sheathing, remaining leaves 
not sheathing; laminae differing in length, with the longest 
up to 320 mm long, and 4 mm wide at the base and the inner 
shorter and narrower, dark green, fleshy to succulent, canali-
culate, glabrous. Peduncle about 300 mm long, 1,5 mm 
diameter, terete, light green to reddish. Raceme narrowly 
conical up to 85 mm long, 16 mm wide, 20-40-flowered. 
Bracts not conspicuous in bud, 2 mm long, broad at the base 
and folded together around the base of the pedicel, attenuate 
apically, transparent with a red keel. Pedicels wiry, about 
5 mm long, yellow-green. Perianth stellate to recurved when 
fully open, about 9 mm diameter. Tepals equal to sub-equal, 
elliptic, bright yellow with narrow green nerve. Filaments 
adnate to base of tepals, filiform apiculate, 2 - 2,5 mm long, 
yellow. Ovary ovoid, 1 mm 10ng,Iess than 1 mm wide, yellow. 
Style cylindrical, 2 mm long, yellow. Capsule ovoid, up to 
5,5 mm long, chestnut-brown, shiny. Seed dullish-black, up 
to 4,5 mm long, 3 mm diameter, wings not pronounced 
(Figure 2). 
Flowering time: February to April. 
Distribution: This species appears to be limited to the Rivier-
sonderend mountains and ranges to the north of Worcester. 
It occurs on middle slopes at an altitude of 700 - 1 100m, 
in rocky areas amongst fynbos vegetation. 
Representative specimens 
-3218 (Clanwilliam): Old Elands Kloof ( - DB), 24/ 03/1951, w.F. 
Barker 7272 (NBG) . 
-3319 (Worcester): Waaihoek Peak, south slopes (- AD), 12/01/1954, 
E. Esterhuysen 22611 (BOL, K, PRE); Milner Ridge Peak, Hex River 
Mountains ( - BD), 11/11/1943, E. Esterhuysen 9332 (BOL); Mountains 
S. of Wemmershoek ( - CC), Jan . 1921, H. Andreae 766 (STE); Farm 
Jonas Plaats, 32 km S. of Worcester ( - CD), April 1920, H. Andreae 
.317 (PRE, STE). 
4. Bulbinella ciliolata Kunth in Enumeratio Plantarum 
IV:570 (1843). Type: Cape Province, between Pedroskloof 
and Leliefontein, Drege s.n. (G!, lecto, here designated.) 
Anlhericum ciliolalum (Kunth) Baker: 137 (1872); Baker: 294 (1876). 
Bulbinella caudala (Thunb.) Kunth var. ciliolala (Kunth) Baker: 357 
(1896). 
A white-flowered species distinguished by the narrow leaves, 
up to 700 mm long and 1,5 mm wide, with hispido-ciliate 
margins and the fibres of the sheathing neck which are coarse, 
straight, loose and bristle-like. 
Restricted to northern Namaqualand where it occurs in 
Namaqualand Broken Veld, on the sandy loams of the granite 
hills. 
Flowering time: July to September. 
Representative specimens 
-2917 (Springbok): Nababeep ( - DB), 05/ 09/1951 , w.F. Barker 7432 
(NBG); Top of Messelpad Pass (- DC), 24/07/ 1957, J.P. Acocks 19363 
(K, PRE). 
-3017 (Hondeklipbaai): Grootvlei Pass, 4,7 km east of farm Grootvlei 
( - BB), 15/08/1979, p.L. Perry 1127 (NBG); Khamieskroon ( - BB), 
24/08/1941, E. Esterhuysen 5666 (BOL). 
-3018 (Kamiesberg): De Kom 4,8 km from Leliefontein ( - AB), Oct 
1940, e.L. Leipoldl 3138 (BOL). 
S. Bulbinella divaginata P.L. Perry sp. nov. vaginae 
parte interiore e basi fibrosa protrudenti conspicue albidus; 
B. triquetra (Linn.f.) Kunth frequenter confusa sed autumno 
florens fotius teretibus haud denticulatis subhysteranthus facile 
distinguenda. 
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TYPUS. - Cape Province: Boontjieskloof, near Pakhuis, May 1985, 
Perry 3267 (NBG, holotypus; G, K, MO, PRE, isotypi). 
Small to medium-sized perennial herb, up to 0,45 m above 
ground, solitary or up to 5 plants together. Roots 5 - 20, 
fascicled, fusiform, up to 150 mm long, 8 mm at widest 
diameter, with a few thin absorptive laterals arising towards 
the apices; light to chestnut-brown, yellow internally; withered 
remains of old roots abundant. Stem disc 7 mm long, 4 mm 
wide, orange. Fibrous sheathing neck showing two distinct 
regions; the outer consisting of old loose bristle-like fibres, 














S.-Afr. Tydskr. Plantk., 1987, 53(6) 
straight or somewhat reticulate and light brown to greyish; 
inner region formed of several layers of membranous, white 
cataphyIIs up to 90 mm long and conspicuous beyond the 
outer old fibres, showing fine reticulate strands apically, thin 
tissue between disintegrating; inner two cataphyIIs usually 
shorter than outer. Leaves usually numerous, up to 40, but 
may be as few as 4, erect, only partly developed at anthesis; 
laminae fully developed some months after flowering, filiform, 
up to 500 mm long, 1 - 1,5 mm wide, semi-terete, tapering 
very gradually toa fine point, all approximately the same 
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Figure 2 Bulbinella chartacea. I. Leafing plant, natural size; 2. inflorescence, natural size; 3. flower with bract, face view; 4. open ripe fruit; 
5. inner tepal and stamen; 6. outer tepal and stamen; 7. gynoecium. (Perry 3260. Reproduced from colour plate.) 
S. Afr. 1. Bot., 1987, 53(6) 
glabrous, margins smooth. Peduncle 100-150 mm long, 
1 - 2 mm diameter, terete. Raceme narrowly cylindrical 25 -
175 mm long and up to 20 mm wide, dense, 20-150-flower-
ed. Bracts somewhat variable in size, either small, approxi-
mately 1 mm long and wide, ovate attenuate, membranous, 
transparent and inconspicuous especially in the bud stage, 
pouch-like, or more attenuate and up to 3 mm long. Pedicels 
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up to 7 mm long, green, wiry. Perianth stellate, 7 - 9 mm 
diameter, bright yellow. Tepals sub-equal, oval to elliptic, 
shallowly cymbiform. Filaments filiform apiculate, about 
3 mm long and 0,5 mm at widest near the base, yellow. Ovary 
ovoid to sub-globose, a little more than 1 mm long, 1 mm 
wide, yellow. Style cylindrical, 1,5 mm long, yellow. Capsule 
5 mm long, 3,5 mm wide, light brown. Seed 3,5 - 4 mm long, 
Figure 3 Bulbinella divaginata. 1. Leafing plant, natural size, at anthesis (on left), and when fully developed (on right); la. diagramatic transverse 
section through mature leaf; 2. inflorescence, natural size; 3. flower, side view with bract; 4. tepals with stamens and gynoecium; 5. open dry 
fruit with separate seed and bract. (Perry 3103. Reproduced from colour plate.) 
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1 ,75 - 2 mm wide, with yellow to orange thin flaky membrane 
enveloping the shiny black seed (Figure 3). 
Flowering time: March to June. 
Distribution: This is a comparatively widespread species 
occurring on both sandy soils amongst fynbos vegetation and 
on clay soils amongst Karoo type vegetation. 
Representative specimens 
-3118 (Vanrhynsdorp): Top of Gifberg, 13 km from Sand kraal 
(- DD), 30/03/1982, P.L. Perry 1808 (NBG). 
-3119 (Calvinia): Flats on top of Botterkloof Pass (- CD), 06/05/1985, 
P.L. Perry 3287 (NBG). 
S.-Afr. Tydskr. Plantk ., 1987, 53(6) 
-3219 (Wuppertal): Hill leading to Biedouw Valley (- AA), 29/03/1984, 
P.L. Perry 3103 (NBG); Cedarberg, NW of Algeria forest station 
(- AC), 29/03/1984, P.L. Perry 3105 (NBG). 
-3318 (Cape Town): Riebeeck Kasteel (- BD), 14/05/1931, M.R. 
Levyns 3103 (BOL). 
6. Bu1bineUa eburniflora P.L. Perry sp. nov. a omnibus 
ceteris speciebus floribus eburneis et paucis follis canaliculatis 
statura variabili et marginibus hispidulis differens. 
TYPUS. - Cape Province: Farm Biekos near Nieuwoudtville, 
September 1985 Perry 3325 (NBG, holotypus; K, MO, PRE, iso-
typi). 
Figure 4 Bulbinella eburniflora. 1. Leafing plant, natural size; 2. inflorescence, natural size; 3. open ripe fruit and bract x 6. (Perry 3462. Reproduced 
from colour plate.) 
S. Afr. J. Bol., 1987,53(6) 
Perennial herb up to 0,75 m above ground. Roots numerous 
fascicled, many with distal fusiform regions 20 - 50 mm long, 
3 - 4 mm diameter, on narrow bases 20 - 30 mm long, white. 
Fibrous sheathing neck up to 70 mm long, 20 mm wide; fibres 
very fine, somewhat reticulate, light fawn; base of sheaths 
purple-stained internally; inner membranous cataphyll be-
coming lacy above and extending up leaves about 30 mm 
beyond top of sheath. Leaves 3 -7; bases expanded, outer 
completely sheathing and inner partially sheathing; laminae 
linear, canaliculate, sizes varying with largest up to 880 mm 
long and up to 8 mm wide, dark green, coriaceous, with 
parallel veins prominent; margins irregularly and finely 
toothed. Peduncle up to 450 mm long, 4 mm wide, terete. 
Raceme broadly cylindrical with rounded apex in flower, 
40-100 mm long, up to 35 mm wide, 50-200-flowered. 
Bracts 4 mm long, broad-based, attenuate, acuminate, mem-
branous, white with light green or brown keel. Pedicels 8 -
10 mm long, whitish in flower, becoming darker as fruit 
forms. Perianth stellate, 9-10 mm diameter, first green in 
bud becoming pale yellowish, then ivory-white when open, 
sometimes with a strong, musty odour. Tepals sub-equal, 
spreading. Filaments filiform apiculate, 3,5 mm long, whitish. 
Ovary ovoid, 1-1,5 mm long; green. Style cylindrical, 1,5-
2 mm long, ivory white. Capsule up to 5 mm long, 2,75 mm 
wide, light fawn. Seeds shiny black, surface finely granular, 
up to 3,5 mm long, 2,5 mm wide, wing about 0,5 mm all 
round (Figure 4). 
Flowering time: August to September. 
Distribution: This species is apparently confined to the 
Nieuwoudtville area where it grows mainly on fine soft loamy 
soils amongst Renosterveld vegetation, but less often on more 
sandy soil amongst Restionaceae. 
Representative specimens 
-3119 (Calvinia): Glen Lyon, Nieuwoudtville (- AC), 04/09/1985, p.L. 
Perry 3318 (NBG); Halfway between Nieuwoudtville & Oorlogs Kloof 
(- AC), 12/09/1974, A. Mauve & J. Oliver 59 (K, PRE, STE); 4,8 km 
from Nieuwoudtville on road to Van Rhyns Pass (- AC), 23/08/1950, 
w.P. Barker 6470 (NBG). 
7. Bulbinella elata P.L. Perry sp. nov. B. nutente 
(Thunb.) Durand & Schinz et B. latifoliae Kunth affinus sed 
foliis herbaceis prominenter nervatis; racemo anguste cylin-
drico; capsula globosa valde differens. 
TYPUS. - Cape Province: Near top of hill in to Biedouw Valley from 
Pakhuis, August 1984 Perry 3132 (NBG, holotypus). 
Perennial herb up to 1 m tall. Roots fascicled with several 
thickened, up to 180 mm long and 2,5 - 3 mm diameter, 
slightly more thickened near the stem, orange coloured, with 
some old shrivelled remains and separate thin absorptive roots. 
Stem disc solid, 10 mm diameter, orange. Fibrous sheathing 
neck up to 80 mm long, usually about 40 mm; fibres thin, 
loose, straight becoming somewhat reticulate towards the 
inside. Leaves 6 - 8, erect to spreading, sheathing at the base, 
up to 80 mm long; laminae ensiform up to 450 mm long, 
65 mm wide, gradually tapering, with inner younger leaves 
shorter and narrower, thinly coriaceous, rugose with parallel 
veins prominent and close together, bright yellowish-green, 
glabrous; margin entire. Peduncle up to 800 mm long, 7 mm 
diameter, terete. Raceme cylindrical up to 400 mm long in 
flower and fruit, 30 mm wide, 200-500-flowered. Bracts 
6 mm long, lanceolate, attenuate, colourless, faintly brown-
keeled. Pedicels up to 15 mm long, usually less, whitish in 
flower, reddish in fruit. Perianth stellate, 10 mm diameter, 
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cream-coloured, faintly scented. Tepals sub-equal, outer 
somewhat recurved, inner patent, oblong 4,5 mm long, 2 mm 
wide. Filaments filiform apiculate, inner 4 mm long, outer 
3 mm long. Ovary globose, 1,25 mm, pale green to yellow. 
Style cylindrical, 1,75 - 2 mm long, off-white. Capsule sub-
globose up to 4,5 mm long, 4 mm wide, chestnut-brown. Seed 
up to 4,5 mm long, 3 mm wide; greyish-black, wings not 
obvious (Figure 5). 
Flowering time: July to August. 
Distribution: This species is mainly found in the Clanwilliam 
area where it grows on clayey soils on south-facing shady 
slopes, but also occurs on granitic soils at Witteklip south of 
Vredendal. 
Representative specimens 
-3217 (Vredenburg): Witteklip, south side of Vredenburg ( - DD), P.L. 
Perry 3195 (NBG). 
-3218 (Clanwilliam): 19 km S. of Clanwilliam on old road ( - BD), 
P.L. Perry 3311 (NBG); Olifantrivier ( - DB), 02/ 07/ 1896, R. Schlechter 
7997 (BM, BOL, G, K, P). 
-3219 (Wuppertal): Near top of hill into Biedouw Valley (- AA), 
09/ 08/ 1984, P.L. Perry 3132 (NBG). 
-3318 (Cape Town): Summit of Contreberg, Malmesbury (- AD), 
22/ 09/ 1933, N.S. Pillans 6905 (BOL). 
8. Bulbinella elegans Schlechter ex P.L. Perry sp. nov. 
B. ciliolatae Kunth arcte affinis sed vaginae fibris dense 
arctissime reticulatis statim diagnoscenda. 
TYPUS. - Cape Province: Matjiesfontein, Onder Bokkeveld, 20 
August 1897, Schlechter 10930, (K!, holotypus; BM!, BOL!, P!, PRE!, 
isotypi). 
Perennial herb up to 0,6 m tall. Roots forming a fascicle with 
swellings up to 50 mm long, 5 mm diameter at the end of 
a basal wiry region, with laterals arising from the swollen part; 
immediately below the stem disc the swellings are proximal 
to the stem. Fibrous sheathing neck up to 65 mm long, 17 mm 
diameter, of several layers of tough, reticulate fibres, some-
times becoming loose and untidy in the upper and outer parts 
especially in older plants, light to dark brown. Leaves 3 - 25, 
erect, sub-equal, sheathing for 50 - 70 mm from the base, 
white with green reticulate veins prominent when visible above 
the fibrous neck; laminae narrowly linear up to 300 mm long, 
3 mm wide, innermost somewhat narrower and shorter, dark 
green on both surfaces, somewhat fleshy to coriaceous, margin 
irregularly denticulate. Peduncle up to 400 mm long, 4 mm 
diameter, reddish-green. Raceme compact cylindrical, about 
90 mm long, 25 mm wide, flowers 70-100. Bracts prominent 
in bud, up to 5 mm long, broadly lanceolate-attenuate or 
ovate, membranous, colourless with reddish-brown keel. 
Pedicels 7 - 8 mm, colour dependent on flower colour. 
Perianth stellate, 7 - 8 mm diameter. Tepals either lemon 
yellow or pure white with pinkish tinge, filament and ovary 
and style the same colour as the tepals. Filaments filiform 
apiculate, 3 - 3,5 mm long. Ovary ovoid, 1,5 mm long and 
1 mm wide. Style cylindrical, about 2,75 mm long. Capsule 
ovoid, up to 5,5 mm high, 3,5 mm diameter, shiny green 
becoming light fawn on drying. Seeds up to 4,5 mm long, 
greyish-black, shiny, with light brown, membranous wing 
widest at each end (Figure 6). 
Flowering time: July to October, mainly August (lemon 
yellow-flowered form) and September (white-flowered form). 
Distribution: The lemon yellow-flowered form is found 
mainly in the vicinity of Nieuwoudtville where it occurs 
amongst western Mountain Karoo vegetation on clayey 
soils and the white-flowered form ranges from the Suther-
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land area to the Laingsburg district south of Matjies-
fontein where it grows mainly in mountain Renoster-
veld. 
S.-Afr. Tydskr. Plantk., 1987, 53(6) 
Representative specimens 
-3119 (Calvinia): Nieuwoudtville Reserve (- AC), 08/09/1983, P.L. 
Perry & D. Snijman 2362 (NBG). 
Figure 5 Bulbinella elata. I. Leafing plant, half natural size; 2. inflorescence, natural size; 3. fruit and bract x 6. (Perry 3132.) 
S. Afr. J. Bot., 1987,53(6) 
-3120 (Williston): 16,8 km N. of farm Blomfontein on Calvinia road 
(- CC), 05/09/1985, P.L. Perry 3327 (NBG). 
-3220 (Sutherland): Sutherland (- CA), 31-08-1971, W.J. Hanekom 
1548 (PRE, K). 
-3320 (Montagu): 22,5 km S. of Matjiesfontein on Cape Town road 
(- AB), 01109/ 1968, D.S. Hardy2454 (K, PRE); Foot of Witteberg 
(- BA), 12/10/1929, R.H. Compton 3554 (BOL, NBG). 
9. Bulbinella gracilis Kunth in Enumeratio Plantarum 
IV:571 (1843); Durand & Schinz: 335 (1894); Baker: 357 
(1896)- Type: Cape Province: Mierenkasteel, Drege 2670b (G!, 
lecto, here designated; BM!, K!, P!, iso-Iecto). 
Anthericum gracile (Kunth) Baker: 137 (1872); 295 (1876). 
This small, yellow-flowered, succulent-leaved species occurs 
y 
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in the more arid areas of Namaqualand. The most obvious 
distinguishing feature is the lack of sheathing fibres protecting 
the small membranous cataphyll which surrounds the basal 
parts of the leaves and pedunde. 
Flowering time: June to August. 
Representative specimens 
-2817 (Vioolsdrif): SE slope of Jenkins Kop (- CB), 21107/1981, P.L. 
Perry 1077 (NBG). 
-2917 (Springbok): 22,5 km W. by S. of Springbok (- DA), 
08/06/1957, J.P.H. Acocks 19266 (K, PRE); Messelpad Pass, SW of 
Springbok (- DC), 28/06/1968, J.P. Rourke 802 (NBG). 
-3118 (Vanrhynsdorp): Karee Bergen ( - AB), 18/07/18%, R. Schlechter 






Figure 6 Bulbinella elegans. I. Complete plant with separate leaf and inflorescence; 2. flower and bract, side view, x6; 3. unripe fruit, x6; 
4. diagramatic transverse section through leaf, x 25; 5. enlarged portion of leaf, x 12; 6. inner tepal and stamen, x 12; 7. outer tepal and stamen, 
x 12; 8. gynoecium, x 12. (Perry & Snijman 2324. Reproduced from colour plate.) 
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10. BuJbineUa graminifolia P.L. Perry sp. nov., propria 
certe ad B. cauda-felis (Linn.f.) Durand & Schinz accedenti 
sed inflorescentia anguste cylindrica; vagina fibrillosa fibris 
subtiliter reticulatis; et semine angulis angustissime alatis alis 
hyalinis distincta. 
TYPUS. - Cape Province: Near Clanwilliam, opposite farm Rem-
hoogte on road from N7 to Algeria, August 1984, Perry 3139 (NBG, 
holotypus; K, PRE, isotypi). 
S.-Afr. Tydskr. Plantk., 1987, 53(6) 
Medium-sized perennial herb, up to 0,65 m above ground. 
Roots fascicled with proximal and distal swellings; distal 
swellings up to 35 mm long, 3 mm diameter, on wiry 3D-mm 
long basal part, proximal swellings approximately 10 mm long, 
5 mm wide, close together at the base of stem with thinner 
laterals arising from the swollen part and with thin absorptive 
roots intertwined; light fawn, white internally. Fibrous 
sheathing neck up to 70 mm long, 18 mm wide at the base, 
Figure 7 Bulbinella graminifolia . I. Complete leafing plant, natural size; 2. inflorescence, natural size; 3. flower and bract side view, x 6; 4. 
diagramatic transverse section through mature leaf; 5. gynoecium, x 12; 6. outer tepal and stamen; 7. inner tepa! and stamen; 8. unripe fruit 
and bract. (Perry 3025. Reproduced from colour plate.) 
S. Afr. J. Bot., 1987, 53(6) 
fibres soft fme, somewhat reticulate, light fawn-coloured. Stem 
disc 5 mm across, approx 3 mm high, pale yellowish. Leaves 
erect, 4 - 9, outer sheathing at the base for up to 65 mm, 
membranous, innermost non-sheathing; lamina subulate very 
gradually tapering, canaliculate to carinate, sizes varying, from 
outermost about 370 mm long and 6 mm wide, to innermost 
290 mm long, and 1,5 mm wide, light to glaucous green; 
margin with irregular minute transparent crenulations. 
Peduncle up to 350 mm long, 1,5 mm diameter, light green, 
terete. Raceme narrowly cylindrical, up to 180 mm long, 
15 mm wide, 70-100-flowered. Bracts ovate attenuate, 3-
5 mm, membranous, colourless, faintly green-keeled, or keel 
lacking. Pedicels 5 - 6 mm long, wiry, whitish. Perianth 
stellate up to 8 mm diameter, white, pale salmon-pink in bud. 
Tepals equal to sub-equal, 3,5 - 4 mm long, 1,75 mm wide, 
elliptic, inner somewhat cymbiform, connate at extreme base 
only. Filaments filiform apiculate, adnate to base of tepals, 
3 mm long, white. Ovary broadly ovoid to globose, approxi-
mately 1 mm long, 1 mm wide, dark green to reddish-brown. 
Style cylindrical, nearly 2 mm long, white. Capsule 3,5 mm 
long, 2,5 mm wide, light fawn-coloured. Seeds 2 - 2,5 mm 
long, black, with narrow hyaline margin all round (Figure 7). 
Flowering time: July to August. 
Distribution: Mainly confined to the Clanwilliam area 
where it occurs on stony, clayey or loamy, damp, south facing 
hill slopes, in Renosterveld or amongst karroid bushes such 
as Eriocephalus ajricanus. 
Representative species 
-3118 (Vanrhynsdorp): Mountain Pass to Kobee ( - DB), 08/10/ 1973, 
H. Half 4463 (NBG, PRE, STE); Gilberg ( - DC), Sept. 1911, E.P. 
Phillips 7538 (SAM). 
-3218 (ClanwilIiam): Clanwilliam, near the dam (- BB), July 1948, 
G.J. Lewis 3259 (PRE, SAM); Opposite farm Remhoogte on road from 
N7 to Algeria (- BD), 10/08/ 1984, P.L. Perry 3139 (NBG); Rondegat, 
24 km S. of Clanwilliam ( - BD), 04/08/ 1974, H. Half 4532 (NBG, 
PRE, STE). 
-3219 (Wuppertal): Bidouwberg (- AB), 26/08/1896, R . Schlechter 
8693 (BM, BOL, P, PRE). 
11. BulbineUa latifolia Kunth in Enumeratio Plantarum 
IV: 572 (1843). Type: Little Namaqualand, between Uitkomst 
& Geelbeks Kraal, Drege 2667 (G!, lecto, here designated; K!, 
P!, iso-Iecto). 
B. robusta Kunth var. latifolia (Kunth) Baker: 358 (1896). 
B. tatifolia is closely related to B. nutans but is altogether a 
larger plant with broader more spreading leaves, and a longer 
but narrower inflorescence. 
11(a). Bulbinella latifolia Kunth var. latifolia 
This variety has vivid yellow flowers and often forms large 
stands in seasonally damp areas either on granite-derived sands 
in the Kamieskroon area or Table Mountain Group sands in 
the Cedarberg Range. 
Flowering time: August to October. 
Representative specimens 
-2917 (Springbok): Spektakel Pass (- DA), 04/ 09/1951, w.F. Barker 
7428 (NBG). 
-3017 (Hondeklipbaai): Grootvlei ( - BB), 07/09/1945, w.F. Barker 
3722 (BOL, NBG). 
-3018 (Kamiesberg): Leliefontein (- AC), 01/10/1947, R.J. Rodin 1459 
(BOL, K, PRE); Wet places in Naras Ravine, Khamiesberg ( - AC), 
15/09/1911, H.H. W. Pearson 6652 (BOL, K). 
-3219 (Wuppertal): Algeria Forest Station, Cedarberg, Gatdeurkop 
(- AC), 20/10/ 1982, M. Viviers 622 (STE). 
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11(b). Bulbinella latifolia Kunth var. doleritica P.L. 
Perry var. nov. a varietate latifolia floribus aurantiacis 
intense et habitatione restricta solis rubris doleriticis argillaceis 
discedit. 
TYPUS. - Cape Province: Glen Lyon Farm, Nieuwoudtville, August 
1986, Perry 3472 (NBG, holotypus; K, MO, PRE, isotypi). 
This variety has a very restricted habitat on flats of the 
characteristic red dolerite clay soils of the Nieuwoudtville area. 
The bright reddish-orange coloured flowers are distinctive in 
the genus. A good description and illustration of this variety 
can be seen in Flowers of southern Africa by Auriol Batten 
(1986). 
Flowering time: August to September. 
Representative specimens 
-3119 (Calvinia): Hill on Loeriesfontein road 6,4 km NW of Nieu-
woudtville ( - AC), Sept. 1930, L. Bolus 19600 (BOL); Glen Lyon farm, 
NE of Nieuwoudtville ( - AC), 11/09/ 1974, l. Oliver & A . Mauve 43 
(PRE, STE); McGregor's farm, Nieuwoudtville (- AC), 02/ 09/ 1959, 
D.S. Hardy 70 (PRE); Glen Lyon, Nieuwoudtville ( - AC), 12/ 08/ 1983, 
P.L. Perry 3011 (NBG); Klip Koppies , Nieuwoudtville ( - AC), 
09108/ 1961, w.F. Barker 9367 (NBG). 
12. Bulbinella nana P.L. Perry sp. nov., quam omnes 
congemi minores, B. gracilis Kunth proxima sed foliis fili-
forminibus numerosis et fibris brevibus basi confertis satis 
diversa. 
TYPUS. - Cape Province: Richtersveld, RateJpoort, April 1982, Bayer 
1637a (NBG, holotypus). 
Small perennial herb, up to 0,25 m above ground, solitary. 
Roots fascicled, 1 0- 30, swollen up to 60 mm long and 4 mm 
at the widest near the base of the stem, gradually tapering. 
Fibrous sheathing neck of numerous, short fibres up to 15 mm 
high; fine and straight. Leaves 10 - 20, equal, erect to sub-
erect, base of leaves not sheathing but surrounded by two 
distinct membranous colourless cataphylls longitudinally dark-
veined; laminae narrowly filiform, about 40 mm long at 
anthesis, later lengthening to 100 mm long, 0,5 mm wide, 
glaucous green, seemingly terete but with a definite groove 
adaxially. Peduncle up to 160 mm long, 1 mm diameter, 
green. Raceme compact rounded to somewhat lax and broadly 
cylindrical up to 35 mm long, 16 mm wide, 15 - 30-flowered. 
Bracts closely adpressed to pedicel base and hard to dis-
tinguish, 1 mm long, ovate, almost colourless. Pedicels up 
to 7 mm long very wiry, green. Perianth stellate to somewhat 
recurved, 7 mm diameter, yellow. Tepals oval to elliptic, 
3,5 mm long, 1,75 mm wide, shallowly cymbiform. Filaments 
filiform apiculate, up to 3 mm long, 0,5 mm at widest; yellow. 
Ovary ovoid to globose, barely 1 mm long and 1 mm wide. 
Style cylindrical 1,5 mm long. Capsule irregularly ovoid, 4 mm 
long, 2,75 mm at widest, pale fawn. Seeds 2,25 mm long, 
black, with pale orange outer covering forming wing-like 
extension all round, up to 0,5 mm wide at the ends (Figure 8). 
Flowering time: April to June. 
Distribution: This small, distinctive, species is so far known 
only from two collections from the Richtersveld area of the 
north-western Cape. 
13. Bulbinella nutans (Thunb.) Durand & Schinz in 
Conspectus Florae Africae 5:335 (1894). 
Anthericum nutans Thunb. in Prodromus Plantarum 63 (1794); 
Thunberg: 319 (1823); Baker: 294 (1876); non Jacq. Collect. Suppl. 
86 (1795). Type: Cap. b. spei . Thunberg sn. (UPS, lecto, here desig-
nated, photo!) . 
Anthericum setosum Willd. ex Schultes & Schultes: 473 (1829); Baker: 
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295 (1876). Type: In promont.b.spei. Lichtenstein-Willdenow Herb. no. 
6656 (B-W, holo, photo!). 
Bulbinella setosa (Willd.) Durand & Schinz: 335 (1894); Baker: 358 
(1896); Verdoorn: T930 (1944). 
Bulbinella robusta Kunth: 571 (1843); Baker 358 (1896). Nom. superf. 
Type: As for Anthericum setosum Willd. ex Schultes & Schultes (1829). 
13(a). BulbineUa nutaos (Thunb.) Durand & Schinz var. 
nutans 
This is the common large yellow-flowered species of the 
Nieuwoudtville - Calvinia plateau growing on clayey soils. 
2 
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Figure 8 Bulbinella nana. 1. Leafing plant, natural size; 2. inflores-
cence, natural size; 3. open fruit and separate bract, x 6. (Bayer 1637a. 
Drawn from herbarium specimen.) 
S.-Afr. Tydskr. Plantk., 1987, 53(6) 
There is also a creamy-white form found in the Worcester-
Robertson Karoo, the Caledon area and on clayey soils 
in the vicinity of Cape Town. Although easily confused with 
B. latifolia it is distinguished by the much narrower, 
canaliculate and erect leaves, and the broader inflores-
cence. 
Flowering time: August to September. 
Representative specimens 
-3119 (Calvinia): Glen Lyon, Nieuwoudtville ( - AC), 09/08/1984, P.L. 
Perry 3131 (NBG); Botterkloof (-CD), 17/08/1897, R. Schlechter 
10887 (BM, BOL, G, K, P, PRE). 
-3318 (Cape Town): Tygerberg (- DC), Aug. 1924, N.S. Pillans 18307 
(BOL). 
- 3319 (Worcester): Worcester commonage (- CB), 04/08/1959, P.A.B. 
van Breda 579 (K, PRE). 
-3419 (Caledon): Springerskuil (- BC), 21108/1984, P.L. Perry 3157 
(NBG). 
13(b). BulbineUa nutans (Thunb.) Durand & Schinz var. 
turfosicola P.L. Perry var. nov. a varietate nutante foliis 
lataribus, seminibus atris magnioribus et habitatione montana 
in locis udis turfosis differt. 
TYPUS. - Cape Province: Zuurvlakte, Du Toit's K100f, November 
1983, Perry 3075 (NBG, holotypus; K, MO, PRE, isotypi). 
This variety has cream-coloured flowers and is somewhat 
larger with broader leaves than the cream-coloured form of 
variety nutans, also it flowers later in the season. It is dis-
tinguished most readily by its habitat preference for peaty 
seepage areas in mountain plateaux of the Table Mountain 
Group (Figure 9). 
Flowering time: October to December. 
Representative specimens 
- 3219 (Wuppertal): Vlei E. of top of Uitkyk Pass ( - AC), P.L. Perry 
3250 (NBG). 
-3318 (Cape Town): Summit of Table Mountain ( - CD), Nov. 1883, 
MacOwan 1558 (BOL, G, K, PRE, SAM, STE). 
- 3319 (Worcester): Zuurvlakte, du Toits K100f (- CAl, 18/11/1983, 
P.L. Perry 3075 (NBG); Drakensteinberg ( - CC), Oct. Drege 8763 (B, 
BM, G, K, Pl. 
14. Bulbinella punctulata A. Zahlbr. in Annals Hof-
museo Wien XV, 1: 16 (1900). Type: Cape Province: Pieke-
niersbergen, Twentyfour River Mountains, Penther 422, 517 
0V - holo, lost in war action in second world war). Cape 
Province: Top of Dasklip Pass, September 1985 Perry 3350 
(NBG, neotype, here designated; K, MO, PRE, W, iso-
neotypes). 
A distinctive tall, yellow-flowered species easily recognized by 
the small number (2 - 4) of long narrow leaves with a lacy 
reticulate fibrous sheath extending some way up leaves and 
peduncle, and a long, narrow inflorescence. 
Confmed to the Cedarberg Mountain Range where it grows 
in Table Mountain Group-derived sandy soils amongst fynbos 
vegetation. 
Flowering time: August to October. 
Representative specimens 
-3118 (Van Rhynsdorp): Gifberg Pass ( - DC), 03/09/1985, P.L. Perry 
3312 (NBG). 
- 3218 (Clanwilliam): Graaf Water (- BA), 18/08/1896, R. Schlechter 
2445 (BOL, PRE); Piekeniers Pass, Citrusdal side (- DB), 10/08/1984 
P.L. Perry 3140 (NBG). 
-3219 (Wuppertal): Pakhuis Pass, 20 km from Clanwilliam ( - AA), 
29/08/1984, P.L. Perry 3173 (NBG); Top of Dask1ip Pass (-CC), 
23/09/1985, P.L. Perry 3350 (K, MO, NBG, PRE, W). 
S. Afr. 1. Bot. , 1987, 53(6) 
15. Bulbinella trinervis (Baker) P.L. Perry comb. nov., 
et stat nov. 
Anthericum triquetrum Linn.f. var. trinervis Baker in Journal 
Linnean Society XV: 294 (1876) . Type: Cape Province: Houw Hoek 
Mountains, Burchell 8043, (K!, lecto, here designated). 
Bulbinella triquetra (L.f.) Kunth var. trinervis Baker: 356 (1896). 
B. trinervis is superficially very similar to B. triquetra. There 
are however a number of important differences. B. trinervis 
<~f\ 
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produces its whitish flowers in autumn when the leaves are 
only just beginning to appear. The bracts have a very dis-
tinctive bracket-like shape without an acuminate apex and the 
fibrous sheath is finer and more compact. The narrow leaves 
are semi-terete and not triquetrous as in B. triquetra. 
Apparently B. trinervis occurs only amongst fynbosvegeta-
tion, being found in rocky areas on lower slopes of mountains 
of the Table Mountain Group. 
Flowering time: December to May. 
Figure 9 Bulbinella nutans var. turfosicola. 1. Leaf and inflorescence, natura! size; 2. base of leaves with sheathing fibres and roots, natura! 
size; 3. unopened fruit and bract, x 3; 4. flower and separate bract, x 3; 5. gynoecium x 12; 6. outer tepa! and stamen, x 12; 7. inner tepa! 
and stamen, x 12; 8. diagramatic transverse section through mature leaf, x 25 . (Perry 3075. Reproduced from colour plate.) 
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Representative specimens 
-3318 (Cape Town): Jonkershoek, Jakkalsvlei (- DD), 04/ 04/1963, 
H.C. Taylor 4664 (K, PRE, STE). 
-3418 (Simonstown): Kogelberg Forest Reserve (- BD), 26103 / 1970, 
C. Boucher 1204 (K, PRE, STE). 
-3419 (Caledon): Vogelgat Kloof, above Dragonfly Pool (- AD), 
01104/1979, I. Williams 2761 (NBG, PRE); Kanonkop, behind Ge-
nadendal (- BA), 04/0311985 , P.L. Perry 3259 (NBG). 
-3420 (Bredasdorp): Road to Bontebok Park, Swellendam (- AB), 
09105/1978, P.L. Perry 717 (NBG) . 
16. BulbineUa triquetra (Linn.f) Kunth in Enumeratio 
Plantarum 4: 573 (1843); Baker: 356 (1896). 
Anthericum triquetrum Linn.f. in Supplementum Plantarum: 202 
(1781) Thunb.: 62 (1794); Willd. : 146 (1799); Thunberg: 317 (1823); 
Baker: 293 (1876). Type: Cap.B.spei, Sparrman s.n. (Linn!). 
Bulbine triquetra (Linn.f.) Schultes et Schultes: 451 (1829). 
Phalangium capillare Poir: 247 (1804). Type: Without collector or 
locality (P!, Lamarck Herb.) . 
Anthericum capillare (Poir.) Schultes et Schultes: 457 (1829). 
Bulbinella ? capillaris (Poir.) Kunth: 572 (1843). 
Bulbinella setifolia Kunth in Enumeratio Plantarum IV: 569 (1843): 
Durand & Schinz: 335 (1894). Type: Cap .b.spei, Bergius, Lichtenstein 
(? B, lost in war). 
Bulbinella peronala Kunth in Enumeratio Plantarum 4:570 (1843). 
Type: Cap.b.spei. Roodezand between Nieuwekloof & Slangheuwel, 
Drege 955 (G!). 
This is the common small yellow-flowered species with narrow 
(1-1,5 mm wide) trigonous leaves. It has a widespread 
distribution and occurs in a variety of habitats ranging from 
damp depressions on sandy flats to rocky slopes on high 
mountain plateaux at an altitude of around 1500 m. It may 
also be found on shaded slopes on clayey soils amongst 
karroid vegetation. 
Flowering time: August to December. 
Representative specimens 
-3118 (Van Rhynsdorp): Koudeberg ( - DC), 28/08/1896, R. Schlech-
ter 8730 (BOL, G, K, P, PRE). 
-3219 (Wuppertal): Near top of hill into Biedouw Valley ( - AA), 
09108/1984, P.L. Perry 3144 (NBG). 
-3318 (Cape Town): Killarney (- DC), 08/09/1984, P.L. Perry 3191 
(NBG). 
-3319 (Worcester): Karoo Garden Veld, Worcester (- CB), 30108/1977, 
P.L. Perry 436 (NBG). 
Species non satis cogniti 
BulbineUa floribunda (Aiton) Durand & Schinz in Consp. 
FI. Afr. 33 (1894). 
Anthericum floribundum Aiton in Hortus Kewensis I: 447 (1789); 
Baker: 296 (1876). 
Trachyandra ? floribunda (Aiton) Kunth 583 (1843). 
Anthericum floribundum was described by Aiton from plants 
cultivated at Kew from material, presumably seed, collected 
by Francis Masson from the Cape of Good Hope and intro-
duced in 1774. No type specimen for this name could be traced 
at the British Museum where other Aiton types are housed. 
S.-Afr. Tydskr. Plantk., 1987, 53(6) 
Aiton's description is not sufficiently detailed to ascribe the 
name to any particular known taxon. 
BulbineUa peronata Kunth in Enum. PI. IV: 570 (1843). 
Type: Cap.b.spei, Roodesand, September, Drege herb. Cap. no. 
955, (G!, right hand specimen lecto here designated). 
The only type specimen for this name, Drege 955 has been 
located at Geneva. Two distinct species are mounted on one 
sheet with the number 955 on a small piece of paper cut out 
and pasted onto another piece of paper. The right hand 
specimen is identified as B. triquetra and information for 
Drege 955 regarding flowering time (September) and locality 
(Roodesand) fit this specimen (Drege 1843). The other belongs 
to the species now described as B. divaginata. Because of the 
superficial similarity of the two species Kunth's description 
could fit either specimen. B. divaginata however is not known 
to occur in the Roodesand area and flowers in April not 
September. 
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